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TAC Attack (ISSN 0494-3880) is
published monthly by HQ TAC/SEP,
Langley AFB, VA. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to TAC
Attack, TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA
23665-5001. Second-class postage
paid at Hampton, Virginia, and ad-
ditional mailing offices.
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LETTERS

Dear Editor

Once, years ago, a colonel red-
penciled, nearly to death, a piece
I had written. I reaccomplished
it, and with seeming disgust he
said: ‘I don’t know why you
want to publish this anyway—it’s
only a service journal.”

Strangely, there are others who
have similar disdain for these
publications. But now and then,
from nearly nowhere comes a
letter of appreciation. It’s like
giving a lecture to 200 students to
stop smoking and to have one of
them say, ‘‘I was almost ready to
quit and you helped me.”’

The author of the enclosed
letter [see below] came out of the
Air Force blue without solici-
tation. I never met him. For that
matter, I’ve never talked with you
in person. But we talked to him,
and he appreciated the words.

Keep talking. Writing
““‘Burnout’’ [May 85 TAC Attack
was your piece too. If one little
tip on health and safety sense
prevents one aircraft accident
somewhere in the Air Force in 20
years—it’s worth all the trouble.
It more than pays our wages.

This is an old idea, but it’s still
true in 198S5.

—~

Best wishes

Richard B. Pilmer, Col. USAF
Chief, Human Factors Branch

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service

Scott AFB, Illinois

Dear Colonel Pilmer
Just wanted to drop a line to
say I enjoyed your article in the
May 85 issue of TAC Attack
regarding ‘‘Burnout.’’ Recently
stepping into a supervisory
position, it gave me and my
fellow co-workers a few pointers.
Thanks again.
Respectfully

Douglas M. Shea, Sgt, USAF
Mountain Home AFB, Idaho

Dear Colonel Pilmer

Thanks for the nice words and
for making a good point: If we
reach just one person, it’s worth

it. Something for all our potentic’™ ™

authors to think (and write)
about.
ED
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FLYING IN WINTER

0

below gear limit speed and allow
the slipstream to blow off any
slush or snow thrown up by your
tires, otherwise you may have
frozen gear problems on landing.
Don'’t forget that you can get en-
gine ice at high power settings
and low airspeeds even when not
in visible moisture. So use the
anti-ice as directed by your
flight manual.

When you're airborne, keep
ahead of the weather by main-
taining a constant watch on
weather conditions at home sta-
tion and divert airfields. If you
have to fly through icing condi-
tions, use the anti-icing system
early to prevent ice buildup. It’s
much better to keep it off in the
first place than to try getting rid
of it once it’s there.

LETDOWN AND LANDING

As you approach your destina-
tion, don’t be too eager to accept
descent en route unless you're
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sure it won’t result in excessive
fuel use or prolonged flight in ic-
ing conditions. Know what
you're descending into. Before
beginning your descent, turn on
your defrosters in time to pre-
vent windscreen frosting. Care-
fully evaluate landing condi-
tions: RCR, crosswinds, landing
surface, approach visibility and
barrier location. Be prepared to
use all of the information
sources available such as
RAPCON, Center, ATIS, Tower,
the SOF and PMSV (the weather-
man).

Be prepared to locate the run-
way when you break out. A run-
way obscured by snow may be
difficult to acquire. Fly an on-
speed approach—those extra
knots may be good for the wife,
kids and family dog; but that
also means longer landing rolls,
which you don’t need. Plan a
firm touchdown to help dissipate
some of the energy. Brakes won'’t
be as effective on a wet, slush,
or snow covered runway as on a
dry slab of concrete; so the drag
bag and/or maximum aerody-
namic braking is a must. In a
stiff crosswind, be patient and
hope the brakes will hold. If you
do start to slide, make the most
of your nosewheel steering, rud-
der, ailerons and differential
thrust. Don’t be hesitant about
going around, diverting or snag-
ging the cable. Once you have di-
rectional control, you may want
to shut one engine down (if you
have more than one) to get rid of
residual thrust.

Once you get your aircraft un-
der control and clear the active,
don’t get complacent. Taxi-back
is often trickier than going out
for takeoff. With the same
thrust and a lower gross weight,
you may have to ride the brakes
more. It may be better to shut
down and get towed in than to
slide off the taxiway. Stay ahead
of your aircraft until you're safe-
ly in the chocks and you shut
down the engines.

Climbing down from your

plane can be as tricky as getting -

in. Don’t blow it and become a
human hockey puck because
you're in a hurry to get to main-
tenance debrief. If you RON at a
stop en route, make sure you, or
transient alert, do all those extra
little things required in cold
weather. Look over the Dash
One for guidelines before you
leave home.

We've just hit on a few of the
important areas of flying and
operating aircraft during the
winter. As always, it boils down
to the same old fact. You have
the responsibility for ensuring
the safe handling and operation
of your aircraft. Don’t let cold
temperatures, ice, snow or freez-
ing winds or some outside agen-
cy press you into a corner or
catch you with your long johns
down. Adequate preparation,
both physical and mental, is the
key to coping and enjoying the
thrills of winter aviation. =
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__TAC Individual Safety Award_

AIC MICHAEL K. JONES was selected to receive
this award because he discovered burn damage to a
fuel cell area on an F-4D that was very difficult to
detect and would not have been discovered had it
not been for his attention to detail and decision to
investigate further.

Airman Jones had just removed the bladder from
the fuel cell cavity and was inspecting the cavity
for serviceability when he saw a slight discoloration
of the paint. Although he was working against a
deadline to complete the job, he decided to take a

oser look. His closer look revealed a minute
__4mount of ash, which later was determined to be
burnt sealant. NDI (non-destructive inspection) was
notified and a conductivity test was performed
which revealed massive heat damage to the fuse-
lage bulkhead and cavity coming from the engine
bay area.

The damage was caused by an improperly
installed gasket on the #1 engine bleed air duct
which runs in the engine bay underneath the #4

AlC Michael K. Jones
31 CRS, 31 TTW
Homestead AFB, Florida

fuel cell cavity. Had this aircraft attempted to fly,
only a few more minutes of hot bleed air on this
fuel cell would have resulted in a massive fuel leak
and high probability of a serious fuselage fire or
explosion. s

TAC ATTACK
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DOWN TO EARTH

messssssss—— [TEMS THAT CAN AFFECT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

If you drink, don’t drive

here is no safe way to drive after drinking, as you can see from the charts below. They were prepared by

the California Highway Patrol, the Office of Traffic Safety, the Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs
and the Department of Justice. Take a look at the chart that includes your weight and go to the total number
of drinks. One drink is a 12-ounce beer,a’4-ounce glass of wine of a 1%-ounce shot of 80-proof liquor, mixed or
unmixed. And the impact of alcohol on the body is different if you drink on an empty stomach, are tired, sick _
or taking medication; so add a few more to the actual count. il

Now follow the drink column down to an amount of time. If you stay in the white, you're OK. If you're

the gray, you could be illegal, and your chances of having an accident are 5 times higher than if you had had
no drinks. If you're in the black, you're illegal; your chances of having an accident are 25 times higher. Coffee
doesn’t lower your blood alcohol concentration (BAC), only time does. If you have some holiday cheer this
holiday season, take a taxi.

BAC Zones: 90to109 Ibs BAC Zones: 110t0129 Ibs BAC Zones: 130 to149 Ibs BAC Zones: 15010169 Ibs

TIME | 70TAL DRINKS TIME | roTAL DRINKS TIME [ 1oTAL DRINKS TIME  {1oTAL DRINKS
FROM 1st FROM 1st FROM 1st FROM 1st

orink 11l21lalslel7ls] | omink [1]2]3lalsl6|7]8| | oriNk [1]2]34|5]6|7|8| | DRINK [1]2]3]4|5|6]7|8

1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr

2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs

3 hrs 3 hrs 3 hrs 3 hrs

4 hrs 4 hrs 4 hrs 4 hrs

BAC Zones: 170t0189 lbs BAC Zones: 19010209 Ibs BAC Zones: 210t0229 Ibs BAC Zones: 230 Ibs & Up

TIME | 70TAL DRINKS TIME | 70TAL DRINKS TIME  [roTAL DRINKS TIME  [10TAL DRINKS

FROM 1st FROM 1st = FROM 1st FROM 1st
DRINK |1[2|3|4|5(6/7|(8 DRINK |1]2]|3{4/5|6|7|8 DRINK |[1(2]3]4]5]6|7|8 DRINK |1]2{3|4]5]6|7|8
1hr 1hr 1 hr 1 hr
2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs
3 hrs 3 hrs 3 hrs 3 hrs
4 hrs 4 hrs 4 hrs 4 hrs

[ (01%-.04%) SELDOM ILLEGAL [ (.05%-.09%) MAY BE ILLEGAL [l (10% Up) DEFINITELY ILLEGAL
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CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

TAC FTR/RECCE TAC AIR DEFENSE

. (F-4)

405 TTWL“L&? XFSB AZ 57 FIS Keﬂav1k feelaiidl

33 TFW i, Eglm AFB, FL

®F/F-111)

366 TFW pin Home AFB, ID
F-15)

49 TFW Holloman AFB,NM

(RF-4)
671 Rw Bergstrom AFB,TX

5 FIS ‘imat AFB.ND

(F-15)

48 FIS Langley AFB, VA
F-15)

318 FIS McChord AFB, WA

(F-106)
87 FIS XiSawyer AFB, MI

TAC-GAINED FTR/RECCE TAC-GAINED AIR DEFENSE TAC-GAINED Other Units

177 RG-S o 50
1125 FIG Jiomilie, FL
19 FIG ANSFY)

107 FIG f&ggg;%ans NY
147 FIG filinston AFB. TX

182 ThSG -7
110 TASG Bl trok, M1
USAFTAWC [any fighters
84-FITS - Gate AFB, CA
1552 AWACW 155 Gk ok

138 TFG T AR
14 TFG S Fotls. SD

183 TFG ANCED: 1.
180 TFG o Ol
4G

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1985-86 537-009/03








